Updated May 2010* Additions/corrections can be sent to: McAllen Chamber of Commerce        By mail: P.O. Box 790, McAllen, TX 78505-0790, by fax: (956) 631-8571

Or by email: tourism@mcallencvb.com 
Alamo Chamber of Commerce

Carol Moering, Office Manager
130 S. 8th Street

Alamo, TX 78516

Work:  (956) 787-2117

Fax:  N/A
Web: http://alamochamber.com/
E-mail: alamo.chamber@yahoo.com
The Alamo Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to supporting nature tourism in the lower Rio Grande Valley.  As the “Gateway to Santa Ana,” the Chamber works to enhance the experience of visiting birders and nature enthusiasts.

******************************************************************************

Alamo Inn B&B, Lodging for Birders
Keith Hackland, Owner

801 Main Street
Alamo, TX  78516

Work:  (956) 782-9912



Fax:  (956) 782-1827

Web: alamoinnsuites.com


E-mail: alamoinn@aol.com

Operated by a birder for birders and other discerning travelers in a landmark historic building (5 one bedroom suites, 1 two bedroom suite, 2 rooms, all with private bathroom and kitchenette).   Alamo Birding & Outdoor Shop (field guides, binoculars & scopes, etc), Grover Terry Beaman Art Studio, and hanging original art are all found at the Inn.  Guiding, nature writing and photography services are available too.  Across from the Inn is the great Tex-Mex restaurant, El Dorado.  A separate two bedroom renovated cottage available by the night or longer.  The owner of Alamo Inn actively promotes South Texas nature tourism to attach higher economic values to wildlife habitat, and actively promotes nature education and interpretation for residents and visitors in South Texas.
******************************************************************************

Arroyo Colorado Audubon Society

Christina Mild

PO Box 531582

Harlingen, TX 78553-1582

Work: (none)

Fax: (none)

Web: (none)
E-mail: amargoza@aol.com
The mission of the Arroyo Colorado Audubon Society of South Texas is to promote an understanding of the unique and important natural habitats of the Lower Rio Grande Valley, the birds and other wildlife they support, and their benefits to humans. 
******************************************************************************
Bentsen-Rio Grande State Park

Yanira Lacio, Office Manager

2800 S. Bentsen Palm Drive
Mission, TX  78572
Work:  (956) 585-1107
     


Fax: (956) 584-9126

Web: www.worldbirdingcenter.org
E-mail: george.cortez@tpvd.state.tx.us
Bentsen-Rio Grande State Park is one of the few public’s natural preserves in the southern portion of Texas along the banks of the Rio Grande.  More than 580 acres of subtropical resaca woodlands support birds and wildlife more commonly found in Mexico, making Bentsen one of the premiere bird watching locations in the nation.  Campsites, picnic areas, fishing and wildlife observation are all available to the public.

******************************************************************************
Breakaway Cruises/Land & Sea Tours

Kelly Brian, Owner

Morgan Taylor, Sales Manager
1 Padre Blvd
South Padre Island, TX  78597

P.O. Box 2460

South Padre Island, TX  78597

Work:  (956) 761-2212

Fax:  (956) 761-1255


Web: breakawaycruises.com

E-mail:  morgan@breakawaycruises.com
Breakaway Cruises on South Padre Island offers exciting, unique adventures.  “Xcape” is our double-deck catamaran that holds 89 passengers.  We have daily dolphin watches with a hydrophone to listen to dolphins communicate.  Amphibious watercraft tour Boca Chica beach catering specifically to birders and nature enthusiasts.  Also offer:  ECO Tours to learn about marine life up close and personal; birding excursions; cruises through the Laguna Madre and near Laguna Atascosa NWR; and we customize pelagic trips in the Gulf of Mexico.
******************************************************************************
Redfish Inn
Dale & Kelley Fridy
207 W. Aries Dr.

P.O. Box 2667

South Padre Island, TX  78597

Work:  (956) 761-2722

Fax:  N/A
Web:  www.redfishinn.com
E-mail: info@redfishinn.com
This is a bayside Bed and Breakfast.  Fantastic birding forms the Inn’s porches and Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge is just 30 minutes away. Red Fish Inn offers some of the finest accommodations in South Texas. Situated on the quiet bay shoreline of this famed island, the Inn boasts eight elegant and spotless guest rooms appointed with American and English antiques, each with a private bath. Several rooms have spectacular bay views, and the covered porch is a favorite vantage point to experience a Texas sunset like you have never before seen.

******************************************************************************

Butterfly Paradise

Robert Brown, Owner

34193 California Rd.

Los Fresnos, TX  78566

Work: (none)  





Fax: (none)


Web: (none)
E-mail: (none)
We have wholesale and retail plant nursery for butterfly and hummingbird gardening, open by appointment.  Live butterfly exhibit featuring several hundred native species of tropical butterflies – open by appointment only.  Call first for reservation.

******************************************************************************

Cameron County Park System

ISLA BLANCA PARK

ADDIE BOWIE PARK

Javier Mendez, Parks Director

33174 State Park Rd. 100
South Padre Island, TX  78597

Isla Blanca Park Work:  (956) 761 5494 

Addie Bowie Park  Work : (956) 761-3704

Fax: (956) 761-5317

Web: http://www.co.cameron.tx.us/parks/
E-mail: CAEscobedo@co.cameron.tx.us
The Cameron County Parks System Mission is to provide safe, quality outdoor recreation opportunities to the citizens and visitors of Cameron County at an affordable price and to develop and protect the County’s coastal resources and natural habitats.

******************************************************************************

Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute
Dr. Fred C. Bryant

Texas A&M University-Kingsville
700 University Boulevard, MSC 218
Kingsville, Texas 78363

Work: (361) 593-3922

Directors Work:  (361) 593-4025 



Fax: (361) 593-3924 


Web:  www.ckwri.tamuk.edu

E-mail: fred.bryant@tamuk.edu, ckwri@tamuk.edu


South Texas Natives is an initiative to develop and promote native plants for the restoration and reclamation of habitats on private and public lands. Our goal is to provide economically viable sources of native plants and seeds to both the private and public sector for the restoration of native plant communities in South Texas.  Our objectives include developing and implementing strategies to establish native seeds and plants and minimize the influence of introduced plants upon native habitats.
******************************************************************************

Chaparral Garden Press

Gladys Donohue, Managing Editor

PO Box 606

La Joya, TX  78560


Work:  (956) 581-6545



Fax:
(none)

Web: (none)

E-mail: (none)

The Chaparral Garden Press has at present books for sale.  The titles are Hawks Overhead, The Spanish Discover the Rio Grande, River of Grass, Blowing in the Wind, No birds sing, and Nature Harvest.  50 Common Wildflowers of the Lower Rio Grande Valley, and Beaumont Plantation.  For children are Diney and the Egg, What to do at the Seashore, Alligator, ABC, and Fishing in the western Gulf, and 4 books on the flora of the Lower Rio Grande Valley: 1. Trees; 2. Shrubs; 3. Vines; 4. Wildflowers.  Additions to the list are planned for the future.  A price list is available on request.  Mail orders are accepted.

******************************************************************************

City of Brownsville Environmental Division

Joe Hinojosa, Environmental Coord.

1043 E. Levi
Brownsville, TX  78520

Work:  (956) 542-7511/ (956) 542-3437




Fax:  (956) 546-4355/ (956) 554-6993


Web: www.cob.us
E-mail: johino@cob.us
The City of Brownsville Environmental Division is involved with ordinance enforcement, illegal dumping, violations, political signs, junked vehicles, and other.

******************************************************************************

Coastal Studies Lab

Miguel A. Nevarez, Executive Director

Donald Hockaday, Research/Education Coordinator
100 Marine Lab Drive

South Padre Island, TX  78597

Work:  (956) 761-2644


Fax:  (956) 761-2913


Web: http://www.utpa.edu/csl 
E-mail: coastal@panam.edu
The UT-Pan Am Coastal Studies Laboratory supports coastal research, university education, and public outreach in coastal south Texas.  A public display area contains living and preserved marine plants and animals and interpretation of coastal biology.  Business hours are 8:00a.m. to 5:00p.m., Mon-Fri.  Public viewing hours are 1:30p.m. to 4:30p.m., Sun-Fri.  Organized groups by appointment may visit 8:00a.m. to 1:30p.m., Mon-Fri.  No admission fee is charged, but Cameron County Parks charges for Admission to Isla Blanca Park.

******************************************************************************

Colley’s Fins and Feathers

George & Scarlet Colley

P.O. Box 2611

Port Isabel, TX  78597

Work:  (956) 761-7178


Cell: (956) 299-0629

Fax: N/A
Web:  www.fin2feather.com

E-mail:  fin2feather@aol.com; skimmer@fin2feather.com        
Colleys Fins to Feathers Tour is located on S. Padre Island.  Our beautiful new catamaran houseboat the “Laguna Skimmer” will take up to 6 people on a nature experience.  We have been filming and documenting the dolphin families of Laguna Madre Bay for 4 years.  Come with us and meet individual dolphins we know and love.  Our birding tours take bird lovers on a virtual floating bird blind.  We do tours of the Nature Trail Birding Boardwalk, beach walks, and marine life classes.  Come join us, Scarlet and George, your nature Host to the coast on Beautiful S. Padre Island.

******************************************************************************

Earth Care Organization

Penny Hartwell, Director

14 Casa Linda

Brownsville TX  78521

Work:  





Fax:  (956) 831-8705

Web: 

E-mail: earthcare@ies.net

ECO is a grassroots community organization founded in 1970 to make every day an Earth Day through education, civic engagement, and environmental service to the community.  ECO-ED Center promotes sustainable development and a healthy environment through educational workshops, seminars, kids care conferences and newsletters.  EARTH CARE KIDS is sponsored for kids of all ages, “kids at heart,” or those who just care enough about kids to help them secure a clean, safe and just environment for their future.

******************************************************************************

Friends of Santa Ana NWR

Jodi Stroklund, Refuge Manager 
Rt. 2 Box 202-A
Alamo, TX 78516

Work: (956) 581-8632/ (956) 784-7500

Fax: (956) 581-3912/ (956) 787-8338

Web: www.friendsofsantaana.org
E-mail: patty_alexander@fws.gov
The Friends of the Wildlife Corridor is a non-profit organization established to protect, support, and enhance the Santa Ana and Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuges.  The Friends regularly conduct canoe trips on the Rio Grande for nature enthusiasts and for educational purposes.  All profits are directed to helping the refuges protect fish and wildlife for the benefit of the American people.

******************************************************************************

Frontera Audubon Society 

1101 South Texas Blvd.

Weslaco, TX 78596

P.O. Box 8124

Weslaco, TX 78599-8124

Work
: (956) 968-3275



Fax: (956) 968-1388

Web:  www.fronteraaudubon.org
E-mail: frontera@fronteraaudubon.org
Long standing conservation organization dedicated to preserving native habitat along the Lower Rio Grande.  Own and manage a 20 + acre urban natural area in downtown Weslaco; currently working to open this area to the public by 2000.  Property includes historic and natural features; will be Frontier’s headquarters known as the Audubon Center.  Other projects include the Valley’s Rare Bird Alert run by Fr. Tom Pincelli; 5th grade mini curriculum;  “Welcome to the Wildlife Corridor,” Alta Mira newsletter & working with the leaders & national lobbyist to protect habitat throughout out the 4 county LRGV.

******************************************************************************

Gerald Sneed – Nature Artist

Gerald Sneed, Owner

1101 Dove Ave., Apt. #47

McAllen, TX 78504-3554

Work: (956) 682-2394



Fax: N/A
Web: www.sneednatureart.com

E-mail: N/A
Interpret the RGV birds and habitat in various mediums: Nature art and merchandise.  

******************************************************************************

Gorgas Science Foundation, Inc.
Larry Lof

510 E. St. Charles

Brownsville, TX 78520-4993

Work: (956) 504-6862/ (956)  882-5050 

Fax: 
(956) 504-6284

Web: www.gorgassciencefoundation.org 

E-mail: info@gorgassciencefoundation.org ; Gorgas@ utb.edu

Gorgas Science Foundation, (GSF) is a non-for-profit organization committed to education and conservation.  It is our firm belief that the key to effective conservation lies in the educational of the general public, and more importantly, in the education of the young.

******************************************************************************
Harlingen Chamber of Commerce

ChrisAnne Zamponi, Executive Director
311 East Tyler Street

Harlingen, TX 78550

Work: (956) 423-5440/ (800) 531-7346

Fax: (956) 425-3870


Web: www.harlingen.com

E-mail: czamponi@harlingen.com
We have birding hot-spot directions, a free area check-list and more.  Sponsor of the Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival whose highlight include field trips led by expert birders, seminars, workshops, and keynote presentations given by the foremost authorities in the birding world.  

******************************************************************************

Harlingen Proud

Miranda Key, Executive Coordinator
1006 South Commerce
Harlingen, Texas  78550
Work: (945) 427-8739



Fax: (956) 423-2113

Web: http://www.myharlingen.us/harlinge.htm
E-mail: hgnproud@ci.harlingen.tx.us;   hgnproud@myharlingen.us
We educate the public about recycling and litter prevention. We encourage the public to keep Harlingen clean for a cleaner environment.

******************************************************************************

Harlingen Proud Environmental Council

Yvette Salinas, Health Administrator 

1122 Morgan Blvd.

Harlingen, TX 78550 

Work:  (956) 247-3685


Fax:
   (956) 361-8230


Web:
  www.co.cameron.tx.us

E-mail: ysalinas@co.cameron.tx.us
To preserve, protect and promote the health and well-being of Cameron County. Our mission is to provide quality health care through the provision of services that are accessible, community based and focus on disease prevention, health promotion and health education.

******************************************************************************

Inn at Chachalaca Bend 

Jesse Vreedlove, Manager

36298 Chachalaca Drive
PR #03
Los Fresnos, Texas (TX) 78566 

Work: (956) 233-1180/ (888) 612-6800

Fax: (956) 233-1932

Web: www.chachalaca.com
E-mail: inn@chachalaca.com
The Inn at Chachalaca Bend is specially designed to cater to nature enthusiasts.  Over 40 acres of natural landscaping, including a 27 acre prairie of native grasses and a 14 acre hiking trail cut through thick south Texas brush.  Our 21,000 Sq. Foot butterfly garden attracts south Texas specialties for our guests to enjoy.  The 40-foot observation tower offers a commanding view of the Resaca de las Antonios and the surrounding area.  Our guests come to the Inn at Chachalaca Bend to relax in privacy, luxury, and comfort, while enjoying some of the best birding South Texas has to offer.

******************************************************************************

Inn at El Canelo

Monica Burdette, Owner

P.O. Box 487

Raymondville, TX 78580

Work: (956) 689-5042



Fax: (956) 689-1089    


Web: www.elcaneloranch.com

E-mail: monica@elcaneloranch.com
Easiest place on Earth to view the ferruginous Pygmy-owl!  El Canelo Ranch situated in southern Kenedy County lies ten miles north of Raymondville.  The ranch, in private family ownership for approximately 150 years, offers deluxe lodging, as well as excellent nature-tourism opportunities.  Dinner and breakfast included in nightly rate.  No extra charge for birding by guest.  Here is perfect for mid-sized birding tour groups to use as “home base.”  The ranch also offers day birding tours to individuals, small groups, and large groups on a reservation basis.  375+ bird species have been seen on ranch. 

******************************************************************************

Kenedy Ranch Museum of South Texas 
Homero S. Vera, Museum Coordinator

200 East La Parra Ave.
P.O. Box 70




Sarita, TX 78385

Work: (361) 294-5751 /(361) 294-5227
Fax: (361) 294-5228


Web: www.kenedymuseum.org
E-mail:  hsv@kenedy.org
Located in the tiny southern town of Sarita, just 20 miles south of Kingsville, is the Kenedy Ranch Museum of South Texas.  Inside the beautifully restored building of the Kenedy Pasture Company, visitors learn about Mifflin Kenedy and his family, and how their lives were interwoven with the history of what was the untamed land known as the Wild Horse Desert.

Mifflin Kenedy and his friend and business partner, Richard King, first found wealth as steamboat captains on the Rio Grande.  After the Civil War, they invested in land, thousands of acres of south Texas land.  For the next 100 years, the Kenedy name would be significantly involved in every aspect of the economic development of south Texas – ranching, railroads, land development and oil.

Tour the South Texas Museum and hear the story of three generations of Kenedys that played such and important role in South Texas history and whose lasting legacy of philanthropy continues to benefit Texans today. 

******************************************************************************

King Ranch

Tom Langschied -Nature Tour Coordinator

Highway 141 West

P.O. Box 1090

Kingsville, TX 78364

Work: (361) 592-8055



Fax: (361) 595-1344

Web: www.king-ranch.com
E-mail: visit@king-ranch.com, tlangschied@king-ranch.com
King Ranch, the birthplace of the American ranching industry and a National Historic Landmark.  On guided tours, you can see the Santa Gertrudis and King Ranch Santa Cruz breeds of beef cattle and the Quarter Horses that have garnered fame, including Peppy San Badger.

******************************************************************************

Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge

John Wallace, Refuge Manager

22817 Ocelot Rd. 

Los Fresnos, TX  78566
Work: (956) 748-3607


Fax: (956) 748-3609


Web: www.southwest.fws.gov/refuges/texas/laguna.html

E-mail: john_wallace@fws.gov

The Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge is a 90,578 –acres in three main units: 45,617- acre Laguna Atascosa Unit, 21,762 –acre Bahia Grande Unit, and 23,199 – acre South Padre Island Unit.  The refuge was originally established for the protection of waterfowl, primarily redhead ducks.  Today, the refuge is home to 413 species of birds, American alligator, and the endangered ocelot, Aplomado falcon, and Kemp’s ridley sea turtle.  More than six miles of walking trails are available and the 15-mile bayside wildlife drive is a must for bird watchers and nature enthusiasts.  Hunting opportunities for whitetail deer, feral hog and nilgai are available at Adolph Thomae, Jr. County Park, which is located on the north end of the refuge just east of Arroyo City. 

******************************************************************************

La Mota Ranch

South Texas Nature Retreat

Bill Hellen, Mgr.

P.O. Box 373

Hebbronville, TX 78361

Work: (210) 415-7290/ (830) 741-2696


Fax: (none)


Web:  www.lamotaranch.com
E-mail:  info@LaLotaRanch.com, billhellen@hotmail.com
La Mota Ranch offers, on a seasonal basis, guided day tours, nature retreats, ranch gatherings and parties for guests interested in the nature, heritage and culture of this unique part of Texas.

******************************************************************************

Larry Ditto Nature Photography

Larry Ditto, Photographer

2809 Hawk Court

McAllen, TX 78504

Work: (956) 682-3251


Fax: (none)

Web: www.larryditto.com

E-mail: lditto@larryditto.com
Provide stock photography including various nature subjects.  Specialize in Texas wildlife and scenics.  Provide photos worldwide to magazines, calendars, web sites, post cards, brochures, etc.

******************************************************************************

Lens & Land

Laura Martin, Director

6920 N. 1st St.

McAllen, TX 78504

Work: (956) 994-0321



Fax: (956) 994-0321

Web: www.lensandland.com



E-mail:  lensandland@rgv.rr.com, lensandland@nolana.net
South Texas Lens & Land has private ranches open to the public for private photography all with specially designed photo areas with attractants to invite abundant wildlife.  This is one of your only opportunities to be granted private access to Texas' unique and diverse wildlife habitat.

******************************************************************************

Lower Laguna Madre Foundation

Walt Kittleberger, Chairman

P.O. Box 153

Port Mansfield, TX 78598

Work: (956) 944-2387




Fax: (956) 944-2278

Web: http://www.lowerlagunamadrefoundation.com




E-mail: llmf@granderiver.net, contact@lowerlagunamadrefoundation.com
LLMF is a non-profit corporation whose purpose is to preserve & protect the natural resources of the south TX intercostals bay system for the present day and posterity.  LLMF encourages balanced economic use and conservation of the Lower Laguna Madre; informs and educates the public about the life of the bay; serves as an advocate; and vigilantly monitors its use.  LLMF will sponsor activities and events contributing to the welfare of the bay system and will promote increased public respect for its natural wealth having great aesthetic, recreational and economic importance.

******************************************************************************

Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge/Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
Bryan Winton, Refuge Manager

Rt. 2 Box 202-A

Alamo, TX 78516

Work: (956) 784-7500


Fax: (956) 787-8338



Web: http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/lrgv.html
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/STRC/santaana/Index.html
From Falcon Dam to the Gulf of Mexico, the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge (LRGV) connects patches of brush along or near the Rio Grande providing much needed protection for the unique wildlife found in south Texas.  Approximately 40,000 acres of the refuge are open to the public for viewing nature, photography, hiking and education/interpretation.  Maps and information about the refuge can be obtained at the Santa Ana NWR Visitor Center.

******************************************************************************

McAllen Chamber of Commerce

Nancy Millar, Vice President

P.O. Box 790

McAllen, TX 78505-0790

Work: (956) 682-2871




Fax: (956) 631-8571


Web: www.mcallenchamber.com
E-mail: nmillar@mcallencvb.com
The Chamber has information on nature viewing hot spots, nature maps and brochures, contacts with speakers and local bird guides, self-guided tours and offers local nature wildscape products.  Also, sponsors the Texas Tropics Nature Festival, an annual festival which educates Valley residents and visitors alike with informative seminars, guided field trips, nature trade show and special events and guests.  The McAllen Chamber of Commerce also sponsors the Great Outdoors Nature Series January through March, the Wilderness School and Wild Walk for School children, both in October.
******************************************************************************

McAllen Parks and Recreation  

Sally Gavlik, Director

1000 S. Ware Rd. 
McAllen, TX 78501

P.O. Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220
Work: (956) 681-3333




Fax: (956) 681-3300


Web: http://www.mcallen.net/parks/default.aspx
E-mail: parks@mcallen.net 

The McAllen Parks and Recreation Department is a municipal Parks and Recreation system of parks, pools, recreation programs and other municipal properties.  The department is dedicated to the provision of wholesome, constructive recreational programs of the citizens of McAllen.  It has dedicated itself to the stewardship of public properties and the protection and enhancement of urban landscapes that complement nature and the outdoor needs of the urban dweller. 

******************************************************************************

Mission Chamber of Commerce  

Arlene Rivera, President/CEO

202 W. Tom Landry 

Mission, TX 78572

Work: (956) 585-2727/ (800) 580-2700



Fax: (956) 585-3044 

Web: www.missionchamber.com


 E-mail: scastillo@missionchamber.com

The “Butterfly Capitol of America,” the City of Mission is host to the only Butterfly Festival in Texas.  Encouraging the use of native plants, the Chamber has established three different butterfly gardens for the benefit of the citizens and butterfly enthusiasts.  Mission is the future home of the World Birding Center Headquarters and the North American Butterfly Association’s Butterfly Park.  

******************************************************************************

National Butterfly Center
Mary Ritch., Executive Director
3400 S. Butterfly Park Dr.
Mission, Texas 78572
P.O. Box 878
Mission, TX 78573

Work: (956) 583-9009

Fax:
583-0018
Web: http://www.naba.org/nababp/
E-mail: ritch@naba.org
NABA Butterfly Park is dedicated to education, conservation and research on wild butterflies.  The 12 acres north of the levee will be developed as visitor facilities with buildings such as a visitor center, garden café, intensive gardens of native plants, administrative offices and other garden structures.  The south tract consists of 72 acres that stretches from the canal and levee to the Rio Grande. Here, a variety of native plant communities of the Lower Rio Grande Valley Sub-tropical Thorn Scrub will be re-introduced. This area will become habitat for large populations of wild butterflies and other wildlife. Trails will be maintained for visitors to explore and discover the many kinds of native butterflies at the Park and the native plants that both sustain and depend upon them.

******************************************************************************

NABA – South Texas Chapter


7313 32nd Street

McAllen, TX 78503

Work: (none)






Fax: (none)



Web: (none)
E-mail: (none)
We are butterfly enthusiasts who meet monthly and coordinate regular field trips to view butterflies.  Goals include ensuring the continuous success of the Texas Butterfly Festival, which is held annually the third week in October.   Encourage local interest in butterfly gardening in the Valley, the best area in the nation of butterfly diversity. 

******************************************************************************

Native Plant Project Lower Rio Grande Valley

Gene Lester

P.O. Box 2742  

San Juan, TX  78589 

(956) 425-4005/ (956) 975-9218



Fax: 956-447-6345

Web: nativeplantproject.org

E-mail: g.lester48@msn.com, atvacek@yahoo.com
The Native Plant Project's primary objective is the compilation and dissemination of information about plants native to the lower Rio Grande Valley.  The NPP seeks to increase scientific knowledge of native plant propagation and penology for both horticultural and natural revegetation purposes.  The NPP promotes the conservation of local native plants, habitats, plant communities, wildlife, and environment.  The NPP seeks to increase the public's knowledge and awareness of the importance of native plants in the lower Rio Grande Valley by encouraging their use in public and private landscaping. 

******************************************************************************
Nature’s Creations

Sue Griffin and Billy Snider, Jr

2822 Nueces Drive
Harlingen, TX 78550-3884
Located in Harlingen

Phone: (956) 428-4897/ (956) 571-6051

Fax: (none)
Web: (none)
E-mail: (none)
We are Mother Nature's Creations, a design and install landscape company that specializes in "Wildscapes" and water features. We use predominately native plants in our landscaping and we carry a large selection of specimen plants. We also build a variety of types and sizes of water features - from drippers to large ponds.

***************************************************************************
Old Hidalgo Pumphouse
902 S. Second Street
Hidalgo, Texas 78557
Phone: (956) 843-8686
Fax: (956) 843-6519
Viola Arismendez, Administrative Assistant

Irma D. Duran
Site Director, City of Hidalgo
E-mail: iduran08@sbcglobal.net
Website: http://www.hidalgotexas.com/pumphouse/pumphouse.htm

Welcome

The Magic Valley’s early 20th Century transition into an agricultural powerhouse is retold at the Old Hidalgo Pumphouse, which also embraces nature conservation as a wing of the World Birding Center. On a break from cross-border shopping excursions, visitors to this museum on the Rio Grande can learn about the steam-driven irrigation pumps that transformed Hidalgo County into a year-round farming phenomenon. They also can wander the museum’s grounds, where hummingbird gardens are planned, and where many of the Valley’s amazing bird species are regular visitors as well.

The Land

Next door to the museum, more than 600 acres of U.S. Fish and Wildlife land is being replanted with native Huisache, Texas Ebony and Anacua, and will be an important birding tract when opened as part of the WBC. Plans are to also replant museum grounds with the types of native trees, shrubs and flowers that attract Valley birds and butterflies.

The Birds

Tropical kingfishers – both green and ringed – like the combination of water and woodland along the Old Hidalgo Pumphouse’s now abandoned intake channel. Those floodplain woodlands also harbor the Great Kiskadee, Green Jay, Clay-colored Robin, Altamira Oriole and other Valley specialties. In winter, various colorful warblers, kinglets and gnatcatchers can be found chasing their insect meals.

Learn & Discover

For now, visiting birders can tour the museum and grounds on their own or by appointment.

What’s Here

New hike and bike trails through the adjacent federal refuge are expected by next spring. Work also will be starting soon on new hummingbird and butterfly gardens around the museum.
******************************************************************************

Rancho Lomitas

Benito and Toni Trevino

P.O. Box 442

Rio Grande City, TX  78582

Work: (956) 486-2576
Fax: (956) 486-2576




Web:
 www.rancholomitas.com


E-mail:  info@rancholomitas.com
Rancho Lomitas is a little piece of paradise located on one hundred seventy-seven acres of native Tamaulipan brushland in Starr County, Texas near Rio Grande City.  When the ranch was purchased by Benito and Toni Trevino in 1986, much of the land and much of the brush was damaged by overgrazing.  Since that time, Benito has dedicated himself to restoring the health of the brush and educating others regarding the importance of preserving this often overlooked but integral part of the local heritage  and culture.  As a result of landscaping with native plants near the main house, Benito has created a haven for Audubon's orioles, green jays, verdins, black-throated sparrows, and many other species associated with the thorny brush.

******************************************************************************

Rancho Rincon de Anacahuitas

Jorge Martinez, Owner

145 Calle Anacua

Brownsville, TX 78520

Work: (956) 541-2777

Cell:  (956) 639-8233   
Fax: (956) 544-7888

Web: (none)
E-mail: rinconanacahuita@yahoo.com

We investigate the natural resources and the species that live in the different ecosystems to find out the best management for them.  At the same time we are designing a model project for conservation with landowners in Mexico.  We are in the middle of setting up the 1st conservation easement with a private land owner in Mexico. 

******************************************************************************

Rio Grande Delta Audubon

Lee Zieger, President

8801 Boca Chica 

Brownsville, Texas 878521


Work: (956)831-4653/ 1 (866) 279-1775



Fax: (956) 831-0147
Web: www.riograndedeltaaudubon.org

E-mail: RGDAudubon@aol.com, riorvpark@aol.com
Rio Grande Delta Audubon (RGDA) holds monthly meetings with speakers, does field trips, and supports environmental conservation for our ecosystem, wildlife, and birding. RGDA sponsors the Brownsville International Birding Festival. Volunteers offer education for the youth and adults alike in nature awareness, back yard birding, gardening for birds and butterflies, area birding hotspots, Mexico Birding, and more. Plus the outside public learns about the nature opportunities available in South Texas. We work with all parts of the environmental community, National Wildlife Refuges, sanctuaries, and nature groups to make our home a better place to live.

******************************************************************************

Rio Grande Valley B&B Association

Monica Burdette

P.O. Box 487

Raymondville, TX  78580

Work: (956) 689-5042 


Fax:
  (956) 689-1089

Web: www.rgv-bedandbreakfast.com
E-mail:  encanel@vsta.com
Experience the best of both worlds--savor the relaxed pace of a secluded South Texas mesquite country ranch while enjoying luxurious accommodations and gourmet meals. Located just south of the famous King Ranch, El Canelo Ranch offers services to satisfy a variety of interests. Abundant wildlife provides opportunities for ardent sportsmen, while native and migratory birds enthrall other outdoor enthusiasts, such as bird watchers and photographers.
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Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival

ChrisAnne Zamponi, Executive Director
311 E. Tyler Ave.

Harlingen, TX  78550

Work: (956) 423-5440/1-800-531-7346


Fax: (956) 425-3870

Web: http://www.rgvbirdfestival.com/, www.harlingen.com 

E-mail: czamponi@harlingen.com
The night song of the Pauraque calls you to the Rio Grande Valley of deep South Texas — widely recognized as a unique and important area for the birder or nature enthusiast.  Experience this at one of the world’s premier events of its kind — the Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival.  Field trips to world-renowned hotspots with world-class leaders!  Presentations of timely topics ranging from conservation to identification!  Workshops in forefront areas such as digiscoping and birding for the blind!

******************************************************************************

RGV Nature Coalition

Nancy Millar, Vice President and Director
Phone: 956-682-2871


Fax: 956-631-8571

Web: http://www.mcallencvb.com, 

http://rgvnaturecoalition.com/index.html
E-mail: nmillar@mcallencvb.com


The Coalition works to promote the value of Nature tourism in the Valley through marketing effort to and special projects.

******************************************************************************

RGV Nature Magazine 

RGV Birding & Butterflying maps

John W. Topp, Direct Marketing 

1222 E. Tyler, Suite B

Harlingen, TX 78550

Work: 956-421-5750


Fax: 956-421-5721

Web: http://www.rgvnature.com/ (coming soon)
E-mail: tdm@xanadu2.net
Topp Direct Marketing publishes RGV Nature Magazine twice a year.  The Magazine covers people, places and events of interest to nature enthusiast in the RGV.  Topp Direct Marketing also publishes a map of the Rio Grande Valley and New Mexico every two years.  The map highlights the best wildlife viewing spots in the area.
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Rio Grande Wilderness Society

Daniel Trevino, President

P.O. Box 852

Rio Grande City, TX  78582

Work: (956) 486-2700

Rio Grande Wilderness Society has programs related to wild life animals.  We put booths at festivals, and promote preservation.  The Rio Grande Wilderness Society has 6 years of existence.  Our purpose is to educate the public about the funny brush wilderness, and to do what we can to preserve it.  The Rio Grande Wilderness Society also hosts meetings open to the public at no charge.  Our society manages a 94 acre riparian wildlife refuge located between Fort Ringgold and Rio Grande in the Rio Grande City.
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Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge

Jodi Stroklund , Refuge Manager 
Route 2, Box 202A
Alamo, Texas 78516
Phone: (956) 784-7500
Fax: (956) 787-8338

Website: http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/Texas/santana.html
How to Get Here: Refuge headquarters is located 7 miles south of Alamo, Texas, on FM 907 about 1/4 mile east on U.S. Highway 281.

Index: Wildlife, Recreation Opportunities, A Few Simple Rules, Safety Tips, Volunteering at the Refuge, Friends of Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge 

Along the banks of the lower Rio Grande is the Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, a 2,088 acre refuge established in 1943 for the protection of migratory birds. Considered the ‘jewel’ of the refuge system, this essential ‘island’ of thorn forest habitat is host or home to nearly 400 different types of birds and a myriad of other species, including the indigo snake, malachite butterfly and the endangered ocelot.

At an ecological crossroad, Santa Ana is strategically located where subtropical climate, gulf coast, great plains and Chihuahuan desert meet. Thousands of birds from the Central and Mississippi flyways funnel through the area on their way to and from Central and South America. This small patch of midvalley riparian woodland is also habitat for about one half of all butterfly species found in the United States.

Before dams and control structures significantly reduced the flow of the Rio Grande, periodic floods cut shifting channels into the delta creating crescent-shaped oxbow lakes, referred to as ‘resacas.’ Santa Ana’s management program mimics the historical flooding of the Rio Grande, maintaining the bottom land hardwood forest and providing crucial nesting and feeding habitat for birds, watering holes for animals, and homes for countless amphibians, reptiles, crustaceans and insects.

With over 95 percent of the original habitat in the lower Rio Grande delta cleared or altered, Santa Ana is a reminder of the semitropical thorn forest that once dominated the area.

Birds

The 397 species of birds found on Santa Ana make it a birder’s delight. Waterfowl, marsh birds and shorebirds can be seen on the lakes and wetlands of the refuge. Some species to look for are black-bellied and fulvous whistling duck, mottled duck, blue-winged, green-winged, and cinnamon teal, least grebe, anhinga, tricolored heron, white ibis, lesser yellowlegs, long-billed dowitcher and least tern.

Migrating raptors that fly over the refuge in spring and fall include osprey, broadwing hawk, northern harrier and peregrine falcon. Santa Ana NWR's rarest raptors, the hook-billed kite and gray hawk, are seen occasionally on the refuge and attract birders from around the world. Spring warblers are abundant, with over 35 species seen, including golden-winged warbler, magnolia warbler, northern and tropical parula, American redstart, palm warbler and yellow-breasted chat.

Other specialties found in the lower Rio Grande Valley include the buff-bellied hummingbird, roseate spoonbill, masked duck, plain chachalaca, red-billed pigeon, Inca dove, ruddy ground dove, groove-billed ani, pauraque, ringed and green kingfishers, Couch’s and tropical kingbirds, great kiskadee, green jay, clay-colored robin and Chihuahuan raven.

Butterflies

Zebra longwings, Julias, and Mexican bluewings are but a few of the more than 300 butterfly species found on the refuge. A favored spot by butterflies and visitors alike is the butterfly garden in front of the Santa Ana Visitor Center. You’ll hardly need your binoculars! Peak diversity falls between October and December. A single October day has been known to produce a tremendous 65 documented species! For a list of species, please check the Butterflies of Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge website Butterfly Checklist.

Wildlife

Bobcat, coyote, armadillo, long-tailed weasel and Mexican ground squirrel are a few of the mammals found on the refuge. The endangered ocelot and jaguarundi are also present but rarely seen.

Visitor Center

The Visitor Center is open seven days a week (except Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and New Year's Day) from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Stop by and get the latest news on wildlife sightings. Exciting, informative programs are offered and displays feature the spectacular flora and fauna found in the Valley. The bookshop features everything from the latest field guides to insect repellant. To enhance your visit, pick up maps, bird lists and binoculars at the front desk.

Recreation Opportunities

Trails

There are 12 miles of foot trails and access roads that are open to hiking in addition to the 7-mile tour road. These trails vary in length from ½ mile (paved and wheelchair-accessible) to the seven mile Wildlife Drive. Some start from the Visitor Center, others from parking lots along the wildlife drive. Trails are open every day from sunrise to sunset. During the winter season, roving naturalists and guides are available to assist visitors.

Wildlife Drive

The seven mile wildlife drive, open on weekends during the summer, provides excellent opportunities for exploring the more remote areas of Santa Ana. The drive is open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays from May through November. Please call the Visitor Center at (956) 784-7500 before arrival to confirm that the drive will be open.

Interpretive Tram

A 60-passenger interpretive tram is in operation from Thanksgiving to the end of April. Available seven days a week, the 1.5 hour tour departs the Santa Ana Visitor Center three times daily (call for times). Cost is $3.00 for adults and $1.00 for children. Arrangements can be made by visitors with tram operators to schedule a drop-off/pick-up in the more remote areas. Please call the Visitor Center at (956) 784-7500 before arrival to confirm that the tram is running.

Bicycles

Bicycles are welcome on the wildlife drive daily from sunrise to sunset.

Events

For a list of upcoming events and programs at Santa Ana NWR, contact the Visitor Center or visit the Friends of Santa Ana National Refuge at www.friendsofsantaana.org

Entrance Fees

Entrance to the refuge is FREE on the first Sunday of each month.

Daily Passes 

	Private Vehicle
	$ 3.00

	Group Rate
	$25.00 (Tour groups, etc.)

	School Groups
	FREE

	Bicycles/Foot Entry
	$ 3.00 (per family group)



Season Passes 

	Santa Ana NWR Annual Passport
	$10.00 (also good at Laguna Atascosa NWR)

	Current Federal Duck Stamp
	$15.00

	Golden Eagle Passport
	$65.00

	Golden Age Passport
	$10.00

	Golden Access Passport
	FREE



Fees may be paid at a fee pay station located on the patio or in the Visitor Center.

******************************************************************************

South Texas Nature Marketing Coop
Nancy Millar, McAllen CVB

PO Box 790

McAllen, Tx 78505-0790
Work:956-682-2871

Web:  www.southtexasnature.com
Fax:  
956-631-8571


E-mail: nmillar@mcallencvb.com 
South Texas Nature is a concoction of valley Chambers of Commerce, Convention and Visitor Bureaus, airports and nature related organizations.  The group markets the Valley as a birding and nature destination domestically and internationally.
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Texas Butterfly Festival

Sarah Castillo

202 W. Tom Landry
Mission, TX  78572

Work: 956-585-2727

Web: www.texasbutterfly.com

Fax: 956-585-3044


E-mail: scastillo@missionchamber.com
Expertly guided field trips; learn about butterflies from internationally-renowned speakers; have a chance to stock up on field guides, optics and other butterfly/nature related merchandise at the EXPO.  Located in the Lower Rio Grande Valley of South Texas, the most biologically diverse region in the United States, the Texas Butterfly Festival celebrates the wonder that is nature. Four ecosystems converging this four county area; with its sub-tropical climate the area boosts over 290 species of butterflies, some 400 species of birds and approximately 78 species of odonates.
******************************************************************************

Texas Forest Service 

Tom Boggus, Director of State Forester

Overhouse, Janelle, Executive Assistant
John B. Connally Building, Suite 364
301 Tarrow
Suite 364
College Station, TX  77840-7896

Work:  979–458–6606
Web: www. txforestservice.tamu.edu/contacts
Fax: 979–458–6610
E-mail: tboggus@tfs.tamu.edu





   joverhouse@tfs.tamu.edu
Texas Forest Service provides statewide leadership to assure the state's forest, tree, and related natural resources are wisely used, nurtured, protected and perpetuated for the benefit of all Texans.

******************************************************************************

Jesús G. Franco

Natural Resource Specialist

Urban Wildlife Biologist

 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

3201 Toucan Avenue

McAllen, TX 78504

Tel. (956) 571-5359     


E-mail: Jesus.Franco@tpwd.state.tx.us
Web:
www.tpwd.state.tx.us



We manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas, provide hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.

******************************************************************************
McAllen International Birding Tour

Nancy Millar
1200 Ash Ave

McAllen, TX  78501
Phone: 682-2871
E-mail: nmillar@mcallencvb.com
The McAllen Convention and Visitors’ Bureau takes birders on tours of not only the Rio Grande valley, but also to international locations such as Belize, Costa Rica, and Mexico.
******************************************************************************
The Feather Inn

Cindy Carlson, Innkeeper

Weslaco, TX

Phone:                           Web:

Fax:                                E-mail:

******************************************************************************
Valley Land Fund

Grant Ellis, Executive Director

2400 North 10th Ste.A

McAllen, TX  78501

Work: (956) 686-6429

Web:    www.Valleylandfund.com
Fax: (956) 686-1909

E-mail: grant@valleylandfund.com
                                                                 info@valleylandfund.com
The mission of The Valley Land Fund is to preserve, enhance and expand the native wildlife habitat of the Rio Grande Valley through education, land ownership and the creation of economic incentives for preservation. The Valley Land Fund assists with conservation of native habitat through the protection of land in the southernmost counties of deep South Texas - the Lower Rio Grande Valley.  

******************************************************************************
Valley Nature Center

Martin Hagne, Executive Director
301 South Border Ave. 

PO Box 8125

Weslaco, TX 78599
Work: (956) 969-2475

Web:     www.valleynaturecenter.org
Fax:     (956) 969-9915

E-mail: Info@valleynaturecenter.org
The Valley Nature Center is the only non-profit environmental education nature center south of San Antonio and east of Eagle Pass.  It has been in operation as a non-profit organization dedicated to environmental education since 1984.  Environmental group members of the Valley Nature Center utilize our program room for monthly meetings and programs.  We offer a place to meet for these organizations and invite them to conduct their business at the VNC. The VNC also offers nature seminars, teacher in-services, school curriculum and field trips, kid’s summer nature camps, adult nature programs, 6-acre nature park with trails, and an interpretive nature display hall and gift shop.

******************************************************************************

Valley Proud

James R. Matz

513 East Jackson Street, Suite 304
Harlingen, TX 78550


Voice: (956) 412-8004|  

Fax: (956) 412-8008

Web: http://www.valleyproud.org/
E-mail: info@valleyproud.org
Valley Proud Environmental Council, a non-profit Corporation, preserves the natural beauty and environment of the Lower Rio Grand Valley of Texas and Mexico by forging partnerships between grassroots organizations and the public and private sectors to improve the quality of life, to enhance economic development and tourism, and to conserve public and natural resources through education and public awareness activities.  

******************************************************************************

Valley Wildlife Sanctuary

Valerie Ciomperlik

Cell:
(956) 655-0639


Web:

Fax: 





Email: Valco6212@sbcglobal.net
Valley Wildlife Sanctuary’s goal to take in injured, orphaned (not kidnapped from the nest), and ill wildlife to rehabilitate them and release them back into the wild.  We do birds as well as mammals.  The big project right now is trying to raise enough funds to build a 30 foot flight pen for the raptors.  Raptors are what I get in the most due to all 3 migration zones go through the Valley.

 It is the Valley’s only licensed bird and mammal rehabilitator.

******************************************************************************

Willacy Nature Partners
Raymondville Chamber of Commerce 

Elma Chavez, Chairman

142 S. 7th

P.O. Box 746

Raymondville, TX 78580

Work: (956) 689-3171

Web: http://www.wildinwillacy.com/
            1-888-603-6994             http://www.raymondvillechamber.com                                   

Fax: (956) 689-1243

E-mail: chamber@granderiver.net
The annual Wild in Willacy Nature Festival has ranch tours, children’s program, and trade show.  

******************************************************************************

World Birding Center 

George Cortez, Park Superintendent
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park
2800 S. Bentsen Palm Drive (FM 2062)
Mission, TX 78572

Office: 956-584-9156

E-mail: George.Cortez@tpwd.state.tx.us
                                                                 Jennifer.Hall@tpwd.state.tx.us
                                                                 wbirding@swbell.net
Fax: 956-584-9126

Web: www.worldbirdingcenter.org
The World Birding Center is one of the most spectacular convergences of birds on Earth.  The Rio Grande Valley has long been recognized as a world-class birding destination. And now with the creation of the World Birding Center, Texas Parks & Wildlife, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services, and 9 valley communities, plan to expand awareness about this ecological treasure along the state’s southern border. The WBC is a network of nine sites dotted along 120 miles of river road from South Padre Island west to Roma, with habitats ranging from dry chaparral brush and verdant riverside thickets to freshwater marshes and coastal wetlands.
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San Miguelito Ranch-Birding & Wildlife Photography
Kenedy County, TX

Entry Gate Access from US 77 North of Raymondville, TX 78501

Leticia Tijerina

Phone: 956-369-3118

Lisa Gorena

Phone: 956-821-8982

E-mail: buny55@aol.com
Website: http://www.sanmiguelitoranch.com/
San Miguelito Ranch is pleased to share a little piece of heaven with birders, wildlife photographers, and nature lovers. San Miguelito Ranch, is located in south Texas, and is a part of the Rio Grande Valley. This ranch has been in the Garcia family for over 150 years. I am proud to be the great-granddaughter of Isabel Garcia, one of the original landowners of this pristine land. San Miguelito Ranch covers 600 acres and shares a fence line with the famous “King Ranch”.

San Miguelito Ranch offers fantastic photo opportunities for everyone to enjoy. You may have the chance to photograph the “Ferruginous Pygmy-Owls” that nest in my front yard. Other beautiful birds that are just a stones throw from my bedroom window are cardinals, green jays, turkeys, vermillion fly catchers, crested titmouse, bobwhites, and so much more! Wake up to the morning chorus of so many different birds. San Miguelito Ranch is in a natural migratory path of an assortment of birds that can only be seen in this area.

Other animals that you will almost be assured of seeing are the beautiful white tail deer, nilgai, ferrel hogs, javalinas, turkey, and many different kinds of ducks  There is also and abundance of monarch butterflies and and assortment of hummingbirds that swarm my kitchen window daily. What a site! 

We have plenty of watering holes that assure that the animals on San Miguelito Ranch always have water. We have also set up  blinds in order to take great photographs.

San Miguelito ranch has set up several walking paths for your walking pleasure. (Snake boots are recommended).

So get your binoculars, insect repellent, sunscreen, and your camera for an experience you won’t ever forget.
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Estero Llano Grande State Park
Martha Garcia, Park Superindendent

martha.garcia@tpwd.state.tx.us  

Address
Estero Llano Grande State Park.
3301 S. International Blvd. (FM 1015)
Weslaco, Texas

Mailing Address:
Estero Llano Grande State Park
154A Lakeview Drive
Weslaco, Texas 78596
Phone: 956-565-3919
Fax: 956-565-2864

http://www.worldbirdingcenter.org/sites/weslaco/
Jennifer Owen-White

jennifer.owen@tpwd.state.tx.us

Natural Resource Specialist

Estero Llano Grande State Park

World Birding Center

Overview

Welcome

At the geographic center of the World Birding Center network, Estero Llano Grande State Park in Weslaco attracts a spectacular array of South Texas wildlife with its varied landscape of shallow lake, woodlands and thorn forest. Even beginning birders and nature lovers will enjoy exploring this 176-acre refuge, which is convenient to all the Rio Grande Valley has to offer.

The Land 
Water is the magic ingredient for attracting wildlife, and Estero Llano Grande State Park offers something special as the largest wetlands environment in the World Birding Center network. A shallow lake, fringed with marsh cane, is actually part of the Arroyo Colorado. Classic Rio Grande woodlands add variety to a park that already boasts a well-deserved birding reputation. As part of extensive restoration plans, a former agricultural field has been transformed into wetlands, with an island just right for a secure nesting site

The Birds
Estero Llano Grande has a well-deserved reputation as a can’t-miss birding destination. In late summer, when water is at a premium, hundreds of waders and shorebirds flock here, including the endangered Wood Stork, along with colorful coastal species like the Roseate Spoonbill and Ibis. Migrating waterfowl also make a beeline for the park’s narrow, shallow lake. Elsewhere, woodland and thorn scrub harbor all the must-see Valley specialties such as the Groove-billed Ani and Altamira Oriole. Adding spice to this mix, visitors may even spot rare Red-crowned Parrots and Green Parakeets.

    Come stroll along our boardwalks or rest on the magnificent deck overlooking the restored wetlands. Our facility encompasses approximately 200 acres of restored wetlands and thorn-scrub forest along with seven ponds to attract a variety of wildlife. Beautiful butterfly gardens surround the ADA compliant visitor's center. We offer guided bird walks and nature walks, field trip opportunities, special tours by request, facility rentals, meeting room and access overlooking the Llano Grande. Stop by and visit our gift shop or visit with a knowledgeable naturalist on duty! Entrance fees: adults $4, TX seniors $2, kids 12 and under free!  Open 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 7 days a week

    Location: 3301 International Blvd. (FM 1015) in Weslaco, TX  
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Harlingen Arroyo Colorado
Address
Harlingen Arroyo Colorado 
(Hugh Ramsey Park)
1001 S. Loop 499, Harlingen

Harlingen Parks & Recreation Office
900 Fairpark Blvd.
Harlingen, Texas 78550
Phone (956) 427-8873
Fax (956) 412-0147
Jeff Lyssy, Public Service Director
City of Harlingen
Phone: 956-427-8871
E-mail: jlyssy@myharlingen.us
Website: http://www.worldbirdingcenter.org/sites/harlingen/index.phtml
Overview
Welcome
A gateway to the entire World Birding Center network, Harlingen’s Arroyo Colorado is close to major highways and an international airport, but remains a quiet wooded retreat from the hustle of urban life. Connected by the arroyo waterway, as well as hike-and-bike trails meandering through the city, Hugh Ramsey Nature Park to the east and the Harlingen Thicket to the west anchor an important reservoir of nature in a fast-changing world.
The Land

Texas Ebony woodlands dominate 55-acre Hugh Ramsey Park to the east, while the 40-acre Harlingen Thicket to the west represents mixed upland thorn forest. Volunteers are helping to restore both to their native beauty, with trees, shrubs and flowering plants that support varied wildlife. Together with other habitat preserved along the arroyo, they provide a rare refuge for birds and other creatures in the heart of the city.

The Birds
Harlingen’s wing of the WBC provides much-needed breeding grounds for many “Valley specialties” like the Green and Ringed Kingfishers, Common Pauraque, Groove-billed Ani, Long-billed Thrasher and Olive Sparrow. Endangered Red-crowned Parrots are found here, and during migration periods, the two sites are an important stopover for Neo-tropical/Nearctic travelers seeking food and rest.
Learn & Discover

Volunteers are at the heart of ambitious efforts to replant and beautify Harlingen’s wing of the World Birding Center. During the summer, groups meet each Wednesday at 6 p.m. at Hugh Ramsey Nature Park, under the direction of the Arroyo Colorado Audubon Society, Mark Conway. Join the fun.

What’s Here

Work continues on designs for a new 7,250-square-foot visitors’ center at Hugh Ramsey Nature Park. The two-story center will include a gift shop, observation tower, meeting rooms and enclosed viewing areas. Meanwhile, visitors at both Ramsey Park and the Thicket will find parking and extensive trails, as well as maps, information and public restrooms.

Hours Office, Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Nature trails are open seven days a week, sunrise to sunset.

Admission
Nature trails are open seven days a week, sunrise to sunset.
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South Padre Island Birding & Nature Center
Address:

6801 Padre Boulevard
South Padre Island, Texas 78597
Phone: (956) 243-8179

Fax: N/A

Cate Ball, Manager

E-mail: manager@spibirding.com
Website: http://www.spibirding.com/
Admission

$5 for Adults

$4 for Students 13-18 and Seniors 55 yrs+

$2 for Children 4-12 yrs

Under 4 yrs = free with paid adult

Week, 3 month and annual passes available

Call us for more information at:  (956) 243-8179 or e-mail:  


 HYPERLINK "mailto:manager@spibirding.com" manager@spibirding.com [image: image2.png]


This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: image3.png]



 

Bird Walks

Each Saturday and Sunday; 9:30 am and again at 2 pm.  These walks   are getting very popular so in order to limit the group sizes to 15 people, we will have a reservation list.  Please call ahead or sign up to make sure you can make the tour.  They last about 1.5 hours, so bring a hat, sunblock, your camera/binos and your birding field guides (or buy what you need in our gift shop).

Also, if you have a group or would like to take a bird walk on other days or times, call ahead to see if we can schedule a knowledgeable volunteer to be available for you and your group.

 

General Info

South Padre Island is a recreation destination known to beach-lovers and anglers far and wide -- and also to birders "in-the-know".  As one of the longest and least developed barrier islands in the world, South Padre Island provide habitat for 17 animal species of national or statewise conservation concern.  The Laguna Madre, sheltered between the island and the mainland, is one of only five hypersaline lagoons in the world.  The Laguna Madre is important for both commercial and recreational fishing and provides internationally significant habitat for birds, mammals, and fish nurseries.

 

Wounded Birds

Although we would love to be able to take in every wounded bird, we just do not have the people, facilities or permits required to do so; therefore we cannot and do not accept wounded birds/animals.

But if you do find a wounded bird, we suggest that you take the bird to the Gladys Porter Zoo, 500 E. Ringgold Street, Brownsville, TX (956) 546-7187.  The Zoo will not pick up the wounded bird.
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Quinta Mazatlan
McAllen Wing of the World Birding Center

Colleen Curran Hook, Manager

600 Sunset Drive
McAllen, TX 78503

P.O. Box 220
McAllen, TX 78505-0220

Office: (956) 681-3370
Fax: (956) 681-3379

Adults: $2.00
Seniors & Children: $1.00 

Free admission to members and children ages 4 years & under

Web: http://www.quintamazatlan.com/visitors/default.aspx
E-mail: chook@mcallen.net
Significance of Quinta Mazatlan

For much of its existence since construction in 1935, the Spanish Revival Style mansion was a private and rather luxurious residence, complete with a Roman tub. It possessed the distinction then and now of being one of, if not, the largest adobe structures in Texas (10,000 sq. feet). 

After a period of over 60 years and two different owners, the house was put up for sale at an auction. Despite Quinta Mazatlan’s appeal, developers with eyes on other projects wanted to demolish the adobe home. Thanks to the citizens, the City of McAllen bought the property in 1998, Quinta Mazatlan avoided the bulldozer and assumed a much wider responsibility in the community. In 2006 Quinta Mazatlan opened as a “mansion with a mission” under the stewardship of the McAllen Parks and Recreation Department.

Previous owners Jason Matthews and later Frank Schultz may not have looked beyond the gates of their property in terms of its potential influence. But now the 20-acre Tamaulipan Thornforest property joins other protected areas from South Padre Island in the Gulf all the way to Roma in the west under the World Birding Center (WBC) organization.

For the City of McAllen, the mansion welcomes business people and dignitaries to the area. Its Spanish architecture and extensive gardens make Quinta Mazatlan a fine reception area for all ambassadors who seek audience in McAllen, one of the largest cities in the Valley. 

Quinta Mazatlan is now an urban sanctuary working to enrich people's lives by sharing knowledge about birds, plants and environmental stewardship in South Texas. Quinta Mazatlan and its WBC partners promote birding and conservation of Valley habitat, especially as it benefits numerous avian residents and neo-tropical migrants. The Valley currently has 1.2 million people on the American side (and at least 2.1 million on the Mexican side), and represents the fastest growing metropolitan area in the country. The protection of woodlands and green space is an important goal for the City of McAllen and its neighbors.
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