“McAllen Green Hotel” Program
“McAllen Green” is a program sponsored by the McAllen Chamber of Commerce. The program encourages hotels, among other businesses, to support environmentally responsible practices. These practices include reducing the amount of waste, water and power used by hotels and their guests.

WHY  PARTICIPATE?

· Most suggestions are free or low cost

· Many of the suggestions will save money

· Many large corporations are adding environmental responsibility to their missions

· The program helps support the preservation of our area’s natural resources

· Participation will make McAllen a more “nature tourist-friendly” city

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

· Study the list. Mark a minimum of 8 practices your hotel is participating in already or will make a commitment to institute. Your hotel may select any of the suggestions below to participate
· Distribute the three in-room cards the McAllen Chamber of Commerce will provide at no cost.

· The McAllen Chamber of Commerce will then recognize your hotel when soliciting nature related tourism and meetings and convention business.

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARTICIPATION:
1. Start a linen (both towels and sheets) reuse program in all guest rooms. 

2. Provide recycling bins both in public areas (i.e., poolside), in the kitchen, and in the back office (including one at each desk) to make recycling as easy as possible. 

3. Install low-flow showerheads and sink aerators. 

4. Switch to low-flow toilets or install toilet-tank fill diverters. (Toilet tank fill diverters in older toilets save about 3/4 of a gallon of water per flush.) 
5. Switch to compact fluorescent light bulbs in guestrooms, lobbies, and hallways. Use sensors and/or timers for areas that are infrequently used. 

6. Educate your staff to close drapes and turn off lights and turn off heating/air conditioning when rooms are unoccupied. 
7. Buy office and guest amenity products that contain recycled material. Look for recycled paper products (with high post-consumer recycled content) that are either unbleached or bleached using a chlorine-free process. 

8. Use least toxic cleaners, sanitizers, paints, pesticides, etc. throughout the hotel. Make sure all chemicals are stored safely in a well-ventilated area.  The following is a list of cleaner brands that are relatively environmentally sound:

· Ecover All Purpose Cleaner

· Seventh Generation Natural All Purpose Cleaner

· Method All Purpose Cleaner

· Clorox Green Works Natural All Purpose Cleaner

· Mrs. Meyer’s Clean Day All Purpose Cleaner

· Biokleen Spray & Wipe All Purpose Cleaner

· Vermont Soap Organics Liquid Sunshine Spray & Wipe All Purpose Cleaner

· Shaklee
9. Replace old washing machines with water and energy conserving models. 

10. If the hotel has a pool and/or hot tub, install a solar water heating system and use pool and hot tub covers when the pool area is closed. 

11. Provide your guests with bicycles, walking maps, and information on public transportation. 

12. Provide reusable items such as cloth napkins, glass cups, ceramic dishes, etc. with all food and beverage services. Provide glass cups and ceramic mugs (instead of plastic) for in-room beverages. Place cups and mugs upside down on paper doilies (instead of covering opening with a plastic wrapping). 

13. Switch to native plants in garden areas. Replace mowed landscaping with ground cover. 

14. Minimize the amount of paper used for each guest (i.e., reduce paper size of invoices, etc.). 

15. Use an energy management system (EMS) to tie in air handling units, HVAC, and lighting to prevent conditioning space when it is not necessary. 

16. Consult outside sources to evaluate the total system when replacing major mechanical equipment (such as chiller, water to chiller, water tower, etc). Often, this can lead to downsizing and other opportunities to reduce both the initial investment and operating costs. 
17. Whenever possible, buy food and guest amenities in bulk (i.e. use refillable hair and skin care dispensers).
18. Use pourers for sugar, pitchers for cream and small serving dishes for butter and jellies. 

19. Recycle old tablecloths into napkins, laundry bags and chef's aprons. 

20. Use coins or chips for car parking and coat checking instead of paper tickets. 

21. Buy a mulcher to chop up garden clippings and create your own mulch. The mulcher will pay for itself in just a few months. 

22. Use daylight exclusively in bars for as much of each day as possible. 

23. Use solar energy for lighting signage and heating water. 
24. Provide guestroom recycler baskets for newspaper, white paper, glass, aluminum, cardboard and/or plastic.
25. Install window film to lower heating and cooling loads and reduce glare in guestrooms.
26. Eliminate Styrofoam. Substitute non-petroleum based products such as bioplastics.
27. Offer Shade Grown Coffee

28. Display local nature art

29. Use recycled paper whenever possible. Print double sided, eliminate goldenrod and glossy paper. They are harder to recycle.

30. Have a listing at the front desk of nature friendly sites.

31.  Offer early breakfasts, box lunches to purchase and small coolers to borrow for birders who leave early and are out in the field all day. 
32. Offer holistic health options such as massage.

33. Match company donations to green causes

34. Offer employees paid time to volunteer for environmental causes

35. Ban plastic bags. 

36. Erect owl, bat, bird, and butterfly houses and feeders in outdoor spaces
37. Create interpretive signage (naming plants and what birds, butterflies they attract, etc.)
38. Appoint a “Green Team” to oversee the hotel’s participation in the program. The Team will set goals for reducing waste, resource recovery, awareness, providing revenue stream, etc.
Online: 

39. Search with www.ecocho.com - A new Yahoo search engine that fights climate change by growing 2 trees for every 1000 searches made. 

40. www.earth911.com  can help you find recycling resources in your area. 

  
High Tech Trash: 

41. Computers can go to under-funded schools 

42. Find donation bins at electronics stores – www.recyclewirelessphones.com  

Determine Your Impact: 

http://green.yahoo.com/calculator/  http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/carboncalculator/  

To be more informed about environmental choices: 

· Checkout www.thegreeguide.com  
· Location of other recycling organizations www.earth911.org.
· http://greenlivingideas.com  

· Take the GreenIQ Quiz www.greeniq.com will plant a tree for you.
RESOURCES for additional support and for more ideas: 

"Green" Hotels Association (www.greenhotels.com) 

Energy Star for Hospitality (www.epa.gov/building/hospitality) 

Green Globe 21 - Sustainable 21st Century Tourism (www.greenglobe21.com) 

GreenLeaf Eco-Rating Program (www.terrachoice.com) 

Environmentally Sound Hotel Management Links (excellent resource) (pasture.ecn.purdue.edu/~epados/hotel/src/contact_ww.htm)

